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Tribe: Aedini (Latin)

Genus: Ochlerotatus 
(Greek)

Species: trivittatus (Latin)



Unpleasant, googly-eyed three-striper
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Abdel-Malek 1949

3 hairs not extending past antenna

15-17 pecten teeth, uninterrupted

Complete saddle

Anal gills conical, 2x saddle length



Darsie and Ward 2005





Natural History
• Multivoltine

• Spring broods tend to be larger

• Floodplain breeder
• Found in same places as Ae. vexans and Ps. ferox (Abdel-Malek 1949)

• Hatching cue- grasses? (Abdel-Malek 1948)

• Strong, active flier

• Dawn/dusk biter
• Will feed in daytime if disturbed

• Omnivorous feeder
• Small mammals but will bite birds, amphibians and reptiles (Wright and DeFoliart 1970) 

• Possibly higher in population than NJ light trap data suggests
• Large sample bias observed between landing count and NJ light trap (Duryea 1990)

• CDC and resting box collections closer to observed
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Public Health Concerns

• Competent vector of
• West Nile
• Eastern Equine Encephalitis
• Jamestown Canyon
• Cache Valley
• Snowshoe Hare 
• Potosi
• Trivittatus

• Dog heartworm
• Similar to Ae. vexans

• Trivittatus Virus
• Oc. trivittatus primary vector
• Bunyaviridae, California serogroup
• Transovarial
• Transstadial
• Primary host

• Eastern cottontail rabbit (LeDuc 1979)

• Some evidence for human infection 
(Groseth 2015)

• Seriologic
• Suspected symptomatic illness

• No impact on mosquito fitness (Berry 1987)
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